

Publication Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk184195248]PROPOSALS
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[bookmark: _Hlk224643359][bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Public Utilities Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 65-407 C.M.R. Ch. 206, Standards for Designating and Certifying Eligible Telecommunications Carriers Qualified to Receive Federal Universal Service Fund Support   
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P082
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed rule allows the Commission to certify Lifeline-only ETCs and alters the standards and procedures for certifying such ETCs.
PUBLIC HEARING: April 16, 2026 at 1:30pm at the Public Utilities Commission, 26 Katherine Drive, Hallowell, Maine 04347. 
COMMENT DEADLINE: May 15, 2026. Final comments on the proposed rule may be filed electronically using the Commission’s Case Management System (CMS). Please refer to the Docket No. 2026-00020 when submitting comments. Initial Comments regarding the proposed rule must be filed on or before Friday, April 10, 2026.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: Hailey Rizzo, 18 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333 (207)287-1321; hailey.rizzo@maine.gov
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 35-A M.R.S. §§ 104, 111, and 7104
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


[bookmark: _Hlk224811462]AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-553 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Pricing of Spirits 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P083
BRIEF SUMMARY: Amends chapter 2, regarding spirits pricing to provide elements of the pricing formula, multi-pack and emergency pricing and the process by which wholesale and retail pricing is determined.
PUBLIC HEARING: Friday, April 17, 2026, 11:00am, 19 Union Street, 3rd Floor, Room 325, Augusta, ME  04330
COMMENT DEADLINE : Monday, April 27, 2026, 5:00pm, SpiritsPricing.BABLO@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Tracy Willett	
8 State House Station, Augusta, ME  04333-0008
207-287-6753
207-287-3434
TTY: none
Tracy.Willett@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):  Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 28-A M.R.S. §§83-C and 606 (4-A)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): As above
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bablo/ 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Louis.Luchini@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-553 C.M.R. Ch. 5, Reconsideration of Spirits Retail Price Decision (NEW)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P084
BRIEF SUMMARY: Chapter 5 creates an appeal process for reconsideration of a spirits product retail price as established by the Liquor and Lottery Commission.
PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, April 24, 2026, 5:00pm, SpiritsPricing.BABLO@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Tracy Willett	
8 State House Station, Augusta, ME  04333-0008
207-287-6753
207-287-3434
TTY-None
Tracy.Willett@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):  Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 28-A M.R.S. §§83-C and 81 (5)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): As above
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bablo/ 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Louis.Luchini@maine.gov 

[bookmark: _Hlk224828146]
AGENCY: Maine Department of Labor, Bureau of Unemployment Compensation
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 12-172 C.M.R. Ch. 9 Able and Available Requirements​
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P063 (2nd Notice)
BRIEF SUMMARY: ​​LD 706 as signed into Public Law (PL) 235 by Governor Mills on June 10, 2025, included a repeal and replace of §1192 related to UI eligibility conditions to a newly created §1192-A. Furthermore, several other changes related to Able & Available eligibility guidelines were updated in PL 235. These changes necessitated a review and update of this rule as proposed. Furthermore, this rule had not been updated since 2017, and since then a challenge to the Able & Available requirements for incarcerated individuals needed to be clarified through rule making.​ 
PUBLIC HEARING: Monday April 13, 2026, from 1PM-3PM. MDOL, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta ME 04330, Francis Perkins Room
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday April 24, 2026, by 5PM EST
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
​​Dillon Murray​ 
​​54 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333-0054​ 
​​207-530-1885​ 
​​Dillon.F.Murray@maine.gov ​ 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: ​ 26 M.R.S.A §1082(1) and Resolves 2023, ch.38  
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: maine.gov/labor/rulemaking  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Dillon.F.Murray@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Maine Department of Labor, Bureau of Unemployment Compensation
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 12-172 C.M.R. Ch. 25, Employee Leasing Companies
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P064 (2nd Notice)
BRIEF SUMMARY: ​​LD 706 as signed into Public Law (PL) 235 by Governor Mills on June 10, 2025, included a change to 26 M.R.S.A. §1221-A, sub-§3 for Employee Leasing Companies. The change consisted of making each individual client of an Employee Leasing Company liable for the tax rate based on the client’s individual experience rating, instead of a blended rate of all clients within defined units maintained by the Employee Leasing Company. The change was made to more accurately reflect employer liability for contributions to the UI Trust Fund, as well as to ensure employers are paying the correct rate, as opposed to potentially a higher or lower rate than their individual experience requires.​ 
PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday April 14, 2026, from 2:00PM-4:00PM. MDOL, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta ME 04330, Francis Perkins Room
COMMENT DEADLINE: Saturday April 25, 2026, by 5PM EST
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
​​Dillon Murray​ 
​​54 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333-0054​ 
​​207-530-1885​ 
​​Dillon.F.Murray@maine.gov ​ 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: ​ 26 M.R.S.A §1082(1) and Resolves 2023, ch.38  
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: maine.gov/labor/rulemaking
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Dillon.F.Murray@maine.gov 

[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]ADOPTIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Public Utilities Commission
[bookmark: _Hlk210642123]CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 65-407 C.M.R. Ch. 331, Notice for Property to Be Taken by Eminent Domain for or Property Abutting the Construction, Rebuilding, or Relocation of a High-Impact Electric Transmission Line
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-066

CONCISE SUMMARY:

[bookmark: _Hlk213061229]The Maine Legislature enacted An Act to Protect Property Owners by changes to the Laws Governing the Use of Eminent Domain by Transmission and Distribution Utilities, P.L. 2023, c. 644 requiring the Commission to adopt routine technical rules regarding the provision of notice and accompanying educational materials to an owner of real property whose property may be taken by eminent domain for the construction, rebuilding or relocation of a high‑impact electric transmission line by an entity selected to construct a high‑impact electric transmission line pursuant to section 3210‑I, subsection 2, or a transmission and distribution utility as well as to an owner of real property whose property abuts the proposed high‑impact electric transmission line.  The Commission relied on its experience in processing requests for Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity for transmission lines and other utility projects requiring Commission approval and with developers proposing high-impact electric transmission lines.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, March 23, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Pam Kowalchuk
Agency Name: Public Utilities Commission	
Mailing Address: 18 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-287-3831
Email Address: pamela.kowalchuk@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-649 C.M.R. Ch. 302, Procedures Regarding Funds for Experts and Investigators
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-067

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This Chapter establishes the procedures for attorneys to request funds for experts and investigators from the Commission and provides that the Executive Director shall make the determination to grant or deny the request. It also establishes the procedures for payment of expert and investigator services authorized by the rule.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, March 24, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Darcy Fisher
Agency Name: Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
Mailing Address: 154 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04330
Telephone Number: 207-287-3263
Email Address: darcy.fisher@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Board of Complementary Health Care Providers
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-502 C.M.R. Ch. 6, Standards Relating to Prescriptive Authorities and Collaborative Relationship for Naturopathic Doctors
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-068

CONCISE SUMMARY:

​The rulemaking implements PL 2025, c. 150, directing the formulary subcommittee of the Board of Complementary Health Care Providers to update the formulary for naturopathic doctors.  The Board voted to provisionally adopt the major substantive rule on February 25, 2026.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Not applicable (Provisional adoption of a major substantive rule)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Penny Vaillancourt, Director, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation 
Agency Name: Board of Complementary Health Care Providers
Mailing Address: 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
Telephone Number: 207-441-7153, TTY users call Maine Relay 711 
Email Address: Penny.Vaillancourt@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Milk Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-015 C.M.R. Ch. 3, Schedule of Minimum Milk Prices (Order #04-26)
[bookmark: _Hlk225244110]ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-069 (Emergency Rule)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Minimum April 2026  Class I price is $23.76/cwt. plus $1.63/cwt. for Producer Margins, an over-order premium of $1.04/cwt as prevailing in Southern New England, and a $0.47/cwt. handling fee, for a total of $27.10/cwt., which includes a $0.20/cwt Federal promotion fee.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, March 29, 2026 (Emergency Rule)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Julie-Marie Bickford
Agency Name: Maine Milk Commission
Mailing Address: SHS 28, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
Telephone Number: (207)287-7521
Email Address: julie-marie.bickford@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Public Safety Gambling Control Board
[bookmark: _Hlk161407310]CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 5, Internal Controls - Appendix A
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-070						

CONCISE SUMMARY:  

This rule initiates the requirement for Maine to become a GAT verification state and updates the threshold for reporting jackpot or winnings from play.


EFFECTIVE DATE:  Sunday, March 29, 2026


AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:  Milton Champion
AGENCY NAME: Gambling Control Board
ADDRESS: 45 Commerce Blvd., Augusta Maine 04333
TELEPHONE: 207-626-3901


AGENCY:  Department of Transportation 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE:  17-229 C.M.R. Ch. 308, Rules to Establish Seasonal Load Restrictions on Certain State and State Aid Highways
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-071

CONCISE SUMMARY: 

Amendment of existing Chapter 308 to add compost as a Special Commodity and to define compost as nutrient-rich organic matter produced by the controlled decomposition of plant and animal materials, used in agriculture to improve soil fertility, structure, and moisture retention. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, March 29, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name:  Anne M. Paré
Agency Name: Department of Transportation
Mailing Address: 16 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: (207) 624-3020
Email Address:  
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